


Water – the invaluable 
foundation  
for all life on earth.

For decades, our guiding principle has been a sustainable 

water treatment. One reason for this is the use of innova-

tive technologies, which is reflected in constantly evolving 

products. Taking responsibility economically, ecologically, 

socially is deeply rooted in the nature of how we act and 

decide as a company.

Sonneberg, 13th July 2017



 

 



1997–2017



What began 20 years ago as a realisation of an idea has developed 

into an established standard. The use of the MBR technique for 

wastewater purification and membran filtration for drinking water 

treatment was unbelievable at that time. There was no suitable 

membran system available for wastewater treatment, therefore we 

developed our own solution.

Through intensive research with various universities and institutes, 

such as the RWTH Aachen, the TU Berlin, the University of Kassel 

and the IPT Wismar over the last 20 years, the technology has been 

continuously developed as a robust and efficient method for clean-

ing dirt and wastewater. It was possible to successfully establish the 

self-developed MARTIn MBR technology in application fields such as 

municipal and industrial wastewater purification and wastewater 

purification in the maritime sector. Over more than 1,000 systems 

are running worldwide, equipped with more than 40,000 installed 

membrane modules by MARTIn.

On the occasion of our 20th anniversary, we would like to thank all 

employees, business partners, shareholders, supporters and cus-

tomers for their commitment and trust. Strong together, successful 

together – a prosperous future lay ahead of us.

The executive board

Eberhard Harms, Daniel Crawford, Mark Grigo

20 exciting years.
The development of a small Southern Thuringia 
business to a medium-sized company  
with an international focus.

Mark Grigo, Daniel Crawford, Eberhard Harms (left to right)
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Facts and figures.
20 years of positive development.
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ProFiT develoPmenT  ( In € MIllIOn)  

2,6 MIllIOn EURO 2017

Turn over develoPmenT  ( In € MIllIOn)  

13,8 MIllIOn EURO 2017



Employees from
5 nations.

More than  
40,000 installed 
membrane modules 
worldwide.

emPloyee 

27 % OUR EMPlOYEES ARE WOMEn.
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 25 % after-sale service

 17 % project engineers 

 23 % production 

 10 % construction 

 14 % sales employee

  6 % trainees 

 4 % student employee
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insTallaTions

 53 % Maritim Europe

 21 % Industry Europe

 20 % MEnA Region

  2 % Asia

  2 % Antarctica

  1 % USA



In 1997, twenty years ago, there was natural 

phenomena seen in the starry sky. The 

comet “HAlE-BOPP” with the distance of 

1.315 AU was the closest to earth and easily 

recognizable by the naked eye in contrast 

to other comets. The comet’s yellow dust-

sweat and sun shaded blue gas tail was an 

impressive spectacle visible from most parts 

of the earth – including Sonneberg in South 

Thuringia Germany. The “HAlE-BOPP” com-

et was visible through the whole night and 

more shining than all the stars in the sky.

In the same year, a young company started 

with a highly motivated team in Sonneberg. 

“Clean water for a healthy environment” 

was the starting slogan. In the meantime, 

the membrane systems of MARTIn Mem-

brane Systems AG (MMS) have become 

internationally accepted as an Innovative 

and sustainable concept for waste water 

purification.

Waterbag „PAUL“ – 
portable water 
in disaster areas

Wastewater treatment 
in alpine areas

Decentralized
wastewater treatment

ship sewage 
treatment plants

Industry

Cities and
municipalities

Hotel and 
gastronomy

Polar station

It was a 
meteoric 
rise.
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In the year of the comet  
Hale-BoPP.

 

 

Today, if you look at earth from space, you 

can find our membrane modules spread 

over all the continents. 

no matter if it is the deeper south of Ant-

arctica, or on top of Matterhorn in Switzer-

land, in Australia, in north and South Ameri-

ca or Africa and Asia. “CUBE” saves human 

life, protect people’s health and ensures 

quality of life worldwide. 

Even if the saying “a meteoric ascent” orig-

inates from an old superstition (In ancient 

times, the comets are rising to heaven, the 

gods) – the development of MARTIn Mem-

brane Systems is a positive and impressive 

20-year success story and offer enough 

reasons to celebrate. 

We welcome you on behalf of MARTIn 

Membrane Systems AG.

1997

Foundation  

of the company  

in Sonneberg
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FrigaTe F124



The membrane sys-

tem developed by 

us is based on a so-

called ultrafiltration 

membrane. The ultra 

filtration membrane 

separates due to 

its definite size of 

pores (<0.1 μm) even 

finest particles up to 

colloids from the liquids physically. The membrane holds these sub-

stances back without changing them either physically or chemically. 

Therefore dangerous substances can not be produced at all.

The right system.
Proven and reliable for 20 years.

1997

 › 1st municipal sewage 

treatment plant in Taucha

 › 1st marine sewage treat-

ment plant on frigate F124

1998

 › Test facility in Alten-

berge for the Federal 

Office of Defense  

Technology and  

Procurement

sTP TaucHa
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equipped with mms technology et al (status 06/2017):

121 cruise ships, 47 navy vessels, 9 super and mega 

yachts, 9 polar stations with a similar system,  

10 research ships, 2 large ferries,1 Polar cruise ship

In order to ensure a sustainable secure future, MMS 

has been involved in several research projects with 

partners (including large shipping companies), which 

are intended to enable an innovative and effective use 

of the MBR technology, e.g. on large cruise ships.

Fine screen ra

Bma ® r-line

FloTaTion sysTem (msF)
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There is a list of advantages and unique features that make MMS 

ship treatment plants one of the most efficient in the world. new 

regulations are already being supported by the MMS in the con-

ception with innovative technology and know-how and constantly 

implemented by MMS as one of the first companies, e.g. certification 

according to RheinSchUO / CDnI has been successfully launched on 

the market.

The BMA series are available as standard systems in different ver-

sions from 10 m3 to 100 m3 throughput per day for different types 

of ships. Of course they comply with the Relevant regulations and 

requirements.

maritime use.
Over 200 installed ship treatment plants  
and marine sewage treatment plants  
worldwide.

1999

 › 1st Fine screening worldwide on 

ships,  installation of more than 

300 units until now

2001

 › 1st MBR ship treatment plant  

on board of “Maria S. Merian”
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With the market launch of the new lFm20 filter mod-

ule in 2015, even larger plants and a simpler and more 

robust design have become possible.

With the lFM20 the filter area has tripled compared to 

the FM6 with 20 m2. With the development and launch 

of the lFM20 further decisive improvements into the 

existing module types have been implemented. cuBe lFm20124 

(lARGEST FIlTER: 960 m2)

cuBe Fm611 

(SMAllEST FIlTER: 6.25 m2)

indusTrial PlanT
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Since the first municipal MBR sewage treatment plant in Knautnaun-

dorf in 2001, a large number of further plants have been added and 

used reliably in the municipal as well as in the industrial sector (eg 

paper production, automobile production, slaughter houses). Due to 

the modular design, the systems are very scalable and adaptable to 

various requirements.

The robust construction by stainless steel frames, dimensionally 

stable plastic plates (no bending) and thermally welded membranes 

are the main advantages of our Membrane system.

municipal and industrial use.
From 6.25 m2 to 960 m2 filter area.  
The largest MBR plant has a daily output  
of 5,400 m3.

2001

 › 1st municipal MBR sewage 

treatment plant, leipzig – 

Knautnaundorf, with VRM 

Rotation filter
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Wastewater treatment
plant Schwägalp
at 1,278 m (2001) 

Wastewater 
treatment plant Hohtälli 

at 3,273 m (2004) 

Wastewater treatment plant 
Matterhorn Glacier Paradise 
at 3,883 m (2008)  

Wastewater treatment
plant Monte Rosa Hut 
at 2,883 m (2009)  

2004

 › 1st BMA aboard the river ship 

MS “RheinEnergie”

 › Markteinführung FM6 Filtermodul

2006

 › 1st BMA for Mega-Yacht 

on board the “Eclipse”

 › 1st BMA on board  

Frigate “Type 122”

ANTARCTIC
South Pole

73°

Antarctic Station 
„Neumayer III“, 
Germany
2007

Antarctic Station 
„Troll“, Norway
2008

Antarctic Station 
„GARS-O Higgins“,
Germany
2008

Antarctic Station 
„Bharati“, India
2011

Antarctic Stations
„Davis“, „Casey“, 
„Mawson“,
Australia
2012 – 2014



record-breaking.
Waste water treatment under extreme conditions.

2009

 › 1. MBR sewage  

treatment plant 

for China

2007

 › 1st Antarctic Station 

“neumayer III”

2008

 › Acquisition of Werkringstraße 10  

in Sonneberg

 › 1st MBR system for a paper mill

megayacHT “ecliPse”

neumayer-sTaTion iii, AnTARCTICA

maT TerHorn glacier Paradise,  SWITzERlAnD

monTe rosa, SWITzERlAnD
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2015

 › Award 

“TOP 100”

2014

 › Over 20,000 FM modules

 › The 2,000. “PAUl”  

is produced

2009

 › Award “TOP 100”

2010

 › 1st Use of “PAUl” in Chile

2012

 › Branch office in Berlin

 › 1st BMA for offshore platform 

aboard the “Thor”

“PAUl” is used in crises and disaster areas worldwide. “PAUl” 

can be carried by only one person as a backpack and provides 

drinkable water for people with no access to clean drinking 

water or areas with destroyed infrastructure .

More than 2,000 „PAUl“ are in use and saved more than 

800,000 lives so far. The product development was in partner-

ship with the University of Kassel and promoted by DBU.

2011

 › More than  

70 BMA systems  

are already in use
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“TOP 100” the award for the most innova-

tive medium-sized companies is the most 

important and established benchmarking 

for innovation management among medi-

um-sized companies in Germany.

MMS received the award twice – in 2009 

and in 2015.

For the excellent companies, innovation is a matter of priority at 

management level. The excellent companies earn two-thirds of 

their sales with innovations and innovative improvements over the 

past three years. In 2009 MARTIn received the seal of approval 

presented by lothar Späth, Prime Minister of Baden-Württem-

berg. In 2015 TV presenter and top 100 mentor Ranga Yogeshwar 

presented the prestigious award for innovative achievements in 

medium-sized companies.

MARTIn Membrane Systems was awarded as the company sustain-

ability and innovation goes hand in hand.

recognition and innovation.
Official recognition for a  
continuous innovative development.

 › More than  

70 BMA systems  

are already in use
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2015

 › Service Center Sonnenberg

 › Start CUBE filter series  

production in Brüsewitz  

near Schwerin

 › Market introduction lFM20

2016

 › Branch office in Dubai

 › 1st Cruise ship  

“Scenic Eclipse”

2017

 › Joint venture 

Shanghai

 › Market launch 

AQUA CUBE

 › Market intro- 

duction FM045

 › Over 40,000 FM 

modules



Over the past few years, MMS has been preparing for the interna-

tional market entry through a wide range of investments.

The new production line of CUBE filters in Brüsewitz near Schw-

erin was an important investment, but above all an important 

step to strengthens future growth prospects. Through cooperated 

research&development with the IPT Wismar, we gained innovative 

know-how to produce all plastic parts by ourselves. This ensures that 

we can react flexibly towards future market requirements. 

For service and maintenance, a 48-hour troubleshooting service 

time for short distances are mandatory. In order to ensure this, a 

well-functioning service center and an international network of part-

ners, branch offices and infrastructural service channels were built 

up and expanded.

With the successful market launch of 

the AQUA CUBE and the forthcoming 

introduction of our new FM045 module, 

we are entering new ground in drink-

ing water treatment and are opening a 

new promising market segment for us, 

encouraged by the experience of the 

humanitarian project “PAUl”.

Prepared for the future.
Positive development on all continents.

2019

 › Expansion in Asia and in the USA

sTarT FilTer Produc Tion, 

BRüSEWITz 

aqua cuBe Fm045
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An  
optimistic view  
forward.

The development of sales and profit of MMS are steadily 

positive. Securing and creating national and international 

jobs is an important challenge for us. Ongoing invest-

ments are the basis for the fact that MMS will continue to 

be an extremely attractive employer in the future.

To this extent, the optimistic view into the future is not  

a fantasy. Our company will continue to grow over the 

next five years. Our goal is not only to secure, but 

also to expand existing locations in order to 

meet the requirements of an interna-

tional company in the future as well.

The expansion of the Sonneberg 

facility by the new design and 

logistics center takes account 

of this growth process.

2017

 › Service Center 

Brno / Czech 

Republic

20

 M
io Euro

15 Mio Euro

10
 M

io
 Eu

ro
5 Mio Euro

2020  
we are aiming
for a turnover of  
20 million euros.



 

 2018

 › new Design and logistics Center 

Sonneberg

 

2019 2020



life is good – with clean water                       www.martin-membrane.com


